
RSCM Celebration Day 2020

Order of Service

Saturday 24 October 2020
at 17:30 bst

T h e  R o y a l  S c h o o l  o f  C h u r c h  M u s i c



The Royal School of Church Music
19 The Close, Salisbury, Wiltshire, sp1 2eb

Tel: +44 (0)1722 424848
Email: enquiries@rscm.com  Website: www.rscm.org.uk

Registered charity 312828

RSCM Celebration Day 2020

Saturday 24 October 2020 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: PLEASE READ THIS 
BEFORE MAKING ANY COPIES.

This music book is FOR LOCAL USE ONLY. 

You may make copies, or send this PDF to members of your choir only.  
Under no circumstances may copies be sold.

.
Please include every item that you copy in your OneLicence or CCLI report, 

quoting the ‘RSCM Celebration Day Service’.

This doesn’t cost you, your church or school anything, but it does ensure that 
composers and authors get due financial recognition for their work. It also 

enables the RSCM to train the church musicians of tomorrow.

Texts of the introduction, commentaries, music and graphic images are
copyright © 2020 The Royal School of Church Music, 

except where otherwise attributed.

Some material is taken from Common Worship: Services and Prayers 
for the Church of England, 

© 2000–2010 the Archbishops’ Council, and is used with permission.

Bible excerpts are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, 
© 1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America. Used by permission.  All rights reserved.

All hymns are reproduced under CCLI Music Reproduction Licence No. 937969

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, 
in any form or by any means, without the prior permission in writing of the copyright holders, or as expressly 

permitted by law.

Order Number: RS377



3

INTRODUCTION

Each year, the Royal School of Church Music holds a Celebration Day service. 
It might seem an anomaly to celebrate anything at all in this year when just 
about everything has been so radically changed; and church worship and the 
music that flows as a sustaining river through it have been affected as badly as 
just about anything. The first RSCM Honorary Awards were issued in 1936: not 
even in their wildest dreams would those recipients have thought that in 2020 
it would be impossible to hold a service in such a way which would enable us 
to satisfactorily present the Awards in person, still less that we would instead 
be having another virtual service where we are all able to connect through 
technology as one dispersed, yet still united, body.

Nonetheless, there are still the same causes for celebration. We celebrate, and 
give thanks for, the role of music in worship. We celebrate the contributions of 
the countless individuals across the world who work tirelessly to build up God’s 
church in this way. Today, we celebrate the particular contributions of those 
whose work is being recognised through the presentation of awards, be that for 
outstanding work of international and national significance, or at the equally 
vital grass roots level. For all these things, we give thanks.

The need for the RSCM has perhaps never been more acute; and we have done 
all we can through this unprecedented time to be the source of leadership and 
support that we might reasonably be expected to be. We are continuing to evolve 
our plans for the present and the future, and so we might also perhaps celebrate the 
dedication and service of our staff team, and our volunteers and other supporters. 
Our work from the UK is of course mirrored by that of our international partners 
in the USA, Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand; and one of the 
unexpected benefits of the changes that 2020 has brought is that we have been 
able to share directly in communal occasions such as today.

Please continue to remember the work of the RSCM in your own prayers: together, 
we will see things through until the light of hope shines more brightly again.

Acknowledgements

The RSCM would like to thank the Dean and Chapter of Chichester Cathedral 
for allowing us to film the Awards presentation in the Cathedral’s Lady Chapel; 
and the vicar and churchwardens of Wimborne Minster for allowing us to record 
the music in their church. We also thank the members of RSCM Voices South 
and Voices West who assembled specifically to make the recording. The choir is 
directed by Rosemary Field, conductor of Voices South; and the organ is played 
by George Castle, conductor of Voices West
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Opening Responses 
Joanna Forbes L'Estrange

 O Lord, open thou our lips.
 And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

 O God, make speed to save us.
 O Lord, make haste to help us.

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   
 Amen.

 Praise ye the Lord.
 The Lord's Name be praised.
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Psalm 119.17–32

	 O	DO	well	′	unto	thy	′	servant	:	
	 	 	 that	I	may	′	live	and	′	keep	thy	′	word.	

	 18	 Open	′	thou	mine	′	eyes	:	
	 	 	 that	I	may	see	the	′	wondrous	′	things	of	thy	′	law.	

	 19	 I	am	a	stranger	up′on	′	earth	:	
	 	 	 O	hide	not	′	thy	com′mandments	′	from	me.	

	 20	 My	soul	breaketh	out	for	the	very	′	fervent	de′sire	:	
	 	 	 that	it	hath	′	alway	′	unto	thy	′	judgements.	

	 21	 Thou	hast	re′buked	the	′	proud	:	
	 	 	 and	cursed	are	they	that	do	′	err	from	′	thy	com′mandments.	

	 22	 O	turn	from	me	′	shame	and	re′buke	:	
	 	 	 for	′	I	have	′	kept	thy	′	testimonies.	

	 23	 Princes	also	did	sit	and	′	speak	a′gainst	me	:	
	 	 	 but	thy	servant	is	′	occupied	′	in	thy	′	statutes.	

	 MY	soul	cleaveth	′	to	the	′	dust	:	
	 	 	 O	quicken	thou	me	ac′cording	′	to	thy	′	word.	

	 26	 I	have	acknowledged	my	ways	′	and	thou	′	heardest	me	:	
	 	 	 O	′	teach	me	′	thy	′	statutes.	

	 27	 Make	me	to	understand	the	way	of	′	thy	com′mandments	:	
	 	 	 and	so	shall	I	′	talk	of	thy	′	wondrous	′	works.	

	 28	 My	soul	melteth	away	for	′	very	′	heaviness	:	
	 	 	 comfort	thou	me	ac′cording	′	unto	thy	′	word.	

	 29	 Take	from	me	the	′	way	of	′	lying	:	
	 	 	 and	cause	thou	me	to	make	′	much	of	′	thy	′	law.	

	 30	 I	have	chosen	the	′	way	of	′	truth	:	
	 	 	 and	thy	judgements	′	have	I	′	laid	be′fore	me.	

	 31	 I	have	stuck	′	unto	thy	′	testimonies	:	
	 	 	 O	′	Lord	con′found	me	′	not.	

	 32	 I	will	run	the	way	of	′	thy	com′mandments	:	
	 	 	 when	thou	hast	′	set	my	′	heart	at	′	liberty.	

	 	 Glory	be	to	the	Father,	and	′	to	the	′	Son	:
	 	 	 and	′	to	the	′	Holy	′	Ghost;

	 	 As	it	was	in	the	beginning,	is	now	and	′	ever	′	shall	be	:
	 	 	 world	without	′	end.	′	A′men.

Please sit
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Old Testament Reading

I Samuel 10: 5-13

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and 
set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided 
for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul 
hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, 
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the 
one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and 
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, 
and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come 
to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s 
anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not 
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the 
Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of 
these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There 
remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said 
to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes 
here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 
eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this 
is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
and shall be worthy of the throne of my father.
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Canticle: Magnificat in A
Herbert Sumsion

MY soul doth magnify the Lord :
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

For he hath regarded :
the lowliness of his hand-maiden.

For behold, from henceforth :
all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me :
and holy is his Name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him :
throughout all generations.

He hath shewed strength with his arm :
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seat :
and hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things :
and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel :
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.
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New Testament Reading

John 14. 15–end

”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 
you, and he will be in you.

”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 
will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in 
me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are 
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will reveal 
yourself to us, and not to the world?” Jesus answered him, “Those who 
love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will 
come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not love me 
does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is 
from the Father who sent me.

”I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace 
I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.

You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If 
you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because 
the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, 
so that when it does occur, you may believe. I will no longer talk much 
with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; 
but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know 
that I love the Father. Rise, let us be on our way.
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Canticle: Nunc dimittis in A
Herbert Sumsion

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace :
according to thy word.

For mine eyes have seen :
thy salvation;

Which thou hast prepared :
before the face of all people;

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.
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The Apostles' Creed

All I believe in God the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth:
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, dead, and buried.
 He descended into hell;
 the third day he rose again from the dead;
 he ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick
 and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Ghost;
 the holy catholic Church;
 the communion of saints;
 the forgiveness of sins;
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting.
 Amen.
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The Responses 
Joanna Forbes L'Estrange

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

OUR Father, which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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Collects

The Collect for the day

O almighty and most merciful God, 
of thy bountiful goodness keep us, 
we beseech thee, from all things that may hurt us; 
that we, being ready both in body and soul,
 may cheerfully accomplish those things that thou wouldest have done; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Collect for Peace

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works do proceed;
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give;
that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments,
and also that, by thee,
we being defended from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.

The Collect for Aid against all Perils

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;
and by thy great mercy defend us
from all perils and
dangers of this night;
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus
Christ.

Anthem: My soul, there is a country far beyond the stars
C. Hubert. H Parry
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¶ PRESENTATION OF RSCM HONORARY AWARDS

Introduced by Hugh Morris, Director of the RSCM, 
and presented by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Chair of the RSCM Council.

Fellow of The Royal School of Church Music (FRSCM)

Ian Church 
Ian Church was a member of the RSCM’s governing Council for 12 years, holding 
the post of Vice Chair for most of that time. He gave outstanding service until his 
retirement in September 2019, helping to steer the RSCM into a position of renewed 
stability. Significant achievements include devising new management structures, 
recruiting new trustees, and cementing relationships with international partners. 
He was also Council Member of the Voluntary Forum and continues to serve on 
the RSCM Guildford Area Committee. 

Marty Haugen 
Marty Haugen is a liturgical composer, workshop presenter, performing and 
recording artist and author from Eagan, Minnesota who, for the past 30 years, 
has presented workshops and concerts throughout the world. He has over 40 
recordings and more than 400 published works to his name, many of which 
are used by various religious denominations. Marty has also contributed to 
numerous hymnals as editor, consultant and contributor; again spanning a wide 
ecumenical field.

William Renwick
William Renwick is Professor Emeritus of Music at McMaster University in 
Canada with an extensive record of scholarship in medieval and modern music. 
He helped found the Gregorian Institute of Canada in 2005 and his lifelong project 
of editing the music of the Sarum Mass and Office in its entirety is a significant 
contribution to the world of church music. Professor Renwick is also a composer, 
conductor and church musician of many years’ service.

Roger Sayer
Roger Sayer has been Director of Music at Temple Church, London since 2013 
following a similar role at Rochester Cathedral. As a young man he acted as 
housemaster on RSCM courses and as organist on cathedral courses. A fine organist 
(prize winner, 1989 St Albans International Organ Competition), Roger is much 
in demand as a recitalist and choral conductor across the globe and brought the 
organ into wider appreciation through his performance on the soundtrack to the 
film, Interstellar.
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Robert Willis
The Very Revd Dr Robert Willis has been Dean of Canterbury since 2001 and is 
an outstanding hymn writer, liturgist and musician. An advocate and enthusiast 
for using hymns in worship, he has lectured here and overseas on the history of 
hymnody. He led a memorable pilgrimage at Canterbury Cathedral during the 
2008 RSCM International Summer School.

Associate of The Royal School of Church Music (ARSCM)

Ally Barrett
The Revd Ally Barrett has written a substantial body of hymnody including words 
to be sung to existing tunes and other liturgical texts; notably booklets on the 
baptism service, the marriage service and preaching in the context of worship.  
She also contributes to The Children's Society's resources for churches and to 
the RSCM’s Sunday by Sunday publication. Ally is Chaplain at St Catharine’s 
College, Cambridge and teaches all-age worship and preaching at Ridley Hall and 
Westcott House.

John Belcher
John Belcher has given long and dedicated service to the Church and church 
music. He has held appointments at Chester Cathedral; St Peter’s, Bournemouth; 
St Asaph Cathedral; Tewkesbury Abbey and Godalming Parish Church, training 
numerous choristers and organists and always inspiring them to set high standards 
in their own music making. He has been a great supporter of the RSCM, most 
recently in the Guildford Area, often standing in at short notice to accompany or 
lead events.

Ross Cobb
Ross Cobb has served as both President of RSCM Australia and Chair of RSCM 
NSW Branch for several years, in addition to being Organist and Director of Music 
at St Andrew’s Anglican Cathedral, Sydney. Through education and example he 
has used his communication skills to promote high standards in music to enhance 
Christian worship across Australia through many high-profile RSCM activities, 
most notably SydneyinSpires.

Deon Irish
Deon Irish was appointed organist of St Peter, Camps Bay, Cape Town, South 
Africa in 1958 aged nine, moving in 1972 to his present post at St Michael and All 
Angels, Observatory, Cape Town where he has mentored generations of young 
singers with the help of the RSCM. In 2011 Deon was made a Member of the 
Order of St Simon of Cyrene in recognition of his services to church music.
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Richard Madden 
Initially as a chorister at St Paul's Cathedral, Dunedin, Richard Madden has 
devoted his life to church music. Choral director and composer, he was a Fellow 
of Knox College and Director of the Choral Scholars at Knox College, Otago 
University, and conductor of the Royal Dunedin Male Choir. A past member of the 
Board of Governors of the New Zealand Choral Federation, Richard has worked 
consistently closely with the RSCM in New Zealand as Adviser to and Director of 
many festivals.

Philip Rushforth
Philip Rushforth started his life in church music as a chorister at Chester Cathedral 
where he is now Director of Music, and he has been closely involved with the 
RSCM throughout his career. While Assistant Organist at Southwell Minster he 
helped run the annual Choirs Festival. Philip was also for many years actively 
involved as a member of the former RSCM Chester Area Committee and is now a 
volunteer for Region One in the north/northwest of England.

Honorary Member of The Royal School of Church Music 
(HonRSCM) 

Gary Cole
Gary Cole is a leading freelance record producer specialising in bringing excellent 
church and organ music to many, mostly with Regent Records.  He trained at 
the RCM (gaining ARCM and a prize for FRCO) and then Emmanuel College, 
Cambridge as organ scholar. He subsequently taught in the RCM Junior College 
and enjoyed a busy freelance performing career before turning to record 
production and engineering full-time in 1992.

Nicholas Thislethwaite
Now retired as Canon Precentor at Guildford Cathedral, Nicholas Thistlethwaite 
is an organ consultant with more than 35 years’ experience, including many 
landmark restorations. He is an accredited member of the Association of 
Independent Organ Advisers and is well-known as lecturer and writer, not least 
for an acclaimed book on the Victorian organ. In 2015 Nicholas was awarded the 
Medal of the RCO for his outstanding contribution to organ scholarship.
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Certificate of Special Service (CertSS)

Jason Abel
Jason Abel has served as co-manager of the Rhode Island Course, one of RSCM 
America's largest summer courses, for the past four years; strengthening it and 
providing a variety of extra activities with which its participants may engage.

Graham Bell
Graham Bell has served the RSCM for some 30 years in countless ways, not least as 
Committee Member for South Australia Branch, and also editor of its newsletter 
from 1993 to 2018. He assisted with the planning and running of five Adelaide 
Summer Schools from 1990 and has been a driving force in consolidating the 
work of the RSCM in South Australia, both through his instinctive understanding 
of the constitution and his fine musicianship as organist and choral conductor. 

Warren Bourne
Warren Bourne served the RSCM Branch Committee for South Australia from 
2005 until 2019 and was for several years Secretary to the National Committee of 
RSCM Australia. His innate leadership and wide-ranging musical skills, not least 
as a choral director, enabled him to develop a comprehensive and imaginative 
programme of events. He also coordinated two Adelaide Summer Schools for 
Australia and New Zealand in 2010 and 2017.

Brent Erstad
Brent Erstad served as co-manager of the Rhode Island Course from 2012 to 2019. 
In that time, he addressed challenges which allowed the course to thrive, quickly 
becoming one of the largest of RSCM America's summer training courses. Under 
his leadership, the Rhode Island Course innovated musical and educational 
programming that has been widely adopted by training courses throughout 
RSCM America. 

Haulwen Jones
Haulwen Jones has spent her life encouraging musicians of all ages both through 
her tireless work as a member of the RSCM North Wales Area Committee for at 
least 30 years, also acting as Area Awards Administrator with distinction, and 
as an inspiring choir trainer. She holds the Archbishop of Wales’ Certificate in 
Church Music. 

Tracey Laws
For many years, Tracey Laws was Area Secretary and Acting Young Person’s 
Officer for the RSCM Canterbury Area Committee, and tirelessly supported the 
committee with the administration of events and meetings. She was awarded a 
Licentiate of the RSCM in 2015 on completion of the Foundation Degree in Church 
Music. Tracey is a pianist, organist, choir director, singer and music teacher.
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Colin Lynch
For the past three years Colin Lynch has served as course manager for the 
Massachusetts Boy Choir Course (previously the Montreal Boys Choir Course), 
the longest running RSCM summer course in North America and now the only 
course in North America specifically for boy choristers.  Under his leadership, 
the MBCC came back from near collapse to be a vibrant, financially secure, and 
thriving course once more.

Addie Peyronnin
For a number of years Addie Peyronnin has been associated with the King's College 
Course, RSCM America's largest course, as singer, staff member, co-manager and 
finally Course Manager. There are on average 200 participants and she has been 
tireless in meeting the challenges involved in such an enterprise with vision and 
sensitivity.

Gordon Pike
Gordon Pike has sung in the choir at Exeter Cathedral with loyalty and distinction 
since 1963, first as a chorister and then as lay clerk, with only seven years’ gap in 
between. He retires in 2020 as Senior Lay Clerk (Punctator). He was a member of 
staff at the Cathedral School and has supported and mentored countless young 
musicians, choristers and choral scholars alike. Gordon is also Treasurer of the 
Exeter Cathedral Old Choristers’ Association.

Marilyn Prescott
Marilyn Prescott has been involved with choral singing all her life. She became 
Director of Music at Morecambe Parish Church in 1983, the same year joining 
the former RSCM Lancashire Area Committee. She has been a driving force in 
nurturing education and training in the area, organising the annual Diocesan 
Festival and acting as trustee to the Morland Chorister Camp.

Brendon Quinn
Brendon Quinn has been Director of Music at Holy Trinity Church, Much Wenlock 
since 1995, previously singing in the choir there. Throughout that time he has 
been committed to providing high-quality education for people of all ages and 
abilities, including the RSCM Voice for Life, while aiming to pass on his love of the 
Christian faith through church music and liturgy, not least with his Carols for 
Life initiative.

Margaret Redman
Margaret Redman has been involved with RSCM South Africa for 13 years. During 
that time she assisted in the organization of several South African Summer Schools, 
music workshops for the Northern Branch and in 2010 the National Consultative 
meeting of mainline church leaders. Being an excellent communicator she was 
elected Branch Cluster Coordinator in 2012.
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Jean Routley
Jean Routley has been a significant figure in the world of church music in Bristol 
and North Somerset for over 50 years. Organist and Choirmaster at St Andrew’s, 
Backwell for 31 years, she built and maintained one of the largest parish church 
choirs in Somerset, also founding the St Andrew’s Orchestra. She was Portishead 
Deanery Choirmaster for 37 years and served as President of the Bristol and 
District Organists’ Association in 2008-2009.

Leslie Ryan
Leslie Ryan has made a huge contribution to church music in South Wales, not 
least through his work with the RSCM Swansea and Brecon Area Committee. 
After several church appointments he became Director of Music at All Saints’ 
Oystermouth which he served for 15 years and where he developed choral music 
to a high level. Currently Organist to the parish of Llwynderw, Swansea, he is also 
administrator and accompanist of the Ariosa Youth Choir.

Stephen Sewell
Stephen Sewell held the role of Area Awards Administrator on the former RSCM 
Lancashire Area Committee from 2012 to 2018 and during this time built and 
nurtured many relationships with local schools and churches. All details of this 
role including organizing the exams, the medals and the presentation ceremonies 
were always meticulously executed.

Tony Yates
Tony Yates has been Organist and Choirmaster at St Margaret’s, Topsham, Exeter 
since 1973.  He has carried out his duties with skill and enthusiasm, always keen 
to introduce new repertoire. During those years his choristers have taken part 
in many RSCM events and achieved many RSCM Awards. As a young man he 
sang tenor with the BBC Northern Singers and Canterbury Cathedral Choir, and 
countertenor with Chichester Cathedral Choir.  For some years he taught singing 
at Dartington College of Arts.

Prayers
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Hymn: Be here, Lord, in your churches

1 Be here, Lord, in your churches,
  And shine through us your light,
 As cities built on hill-tops
  We'll not be hid from sight,
 O give us, Lord, the courage,
  the energy and drive
 to make our faith turn outwards,
  incarnate and alive.

2 May we, in words and action
  Bring all your plans to birth,
 Make us your holy people
  for this, your needy earth.
 When  all our aspirations
  Can't set our hearts on fire,
 Lord, fill us with the passion
  that you alone inspire.

3 Lord, give us roots that nourish
  the branch, the leaf, the shoot,
 And help us by your pruning
  To yield a richer fruit.
 Lord, save us from distractions
  that human minds devise,
 And give us grace to strive for
  the trophies you most prize.

4 Are we a true communion,
  diverse and yet as one?
 A house with doors wide open,
  and room for all who come?
 Renew your church in mission,
  In ministry and grace,
 That all who seek may find you,
  in this and every place.

Ally Barrett (b. 1975)

© Ally Barrett
Used By Permission. CCL Licence No. 93795 
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Please remain standing

Blessing

May the songs of the angels sustain you, 
may the praises of the saints inspire you, 
may the silent music of the Unseen Trinity be in your heart, 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

Organ voluntary 


