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MUSIC SUNDAY SERVICE 2021

The last year has really brought home to us all just how much we miss music when 
it’s not there, and how important it is in bringing worship to fuller life in so many 
contexts.

This year’s central Big Music Sunday Service was originally to have been a massed 
gathering of singers and musicians in Lichfield Cathedral, as an example of similar 
services happening across all our RSCM places of activity. But, as we respond to 
the ever-changing scenarios induced by COVID, we are thankful for the input 
of Lichfield Cathedral Choir, the musicians of Wade Street Church in Lichfield, 
and also members of the Self Isolation Choir in creating this streamed service. I 
have been working with the SIC to record this year’s new, competition-winning 
anthem for RSCM Music Sunday, God of all Creation, by Chris Totney. For all their 
commitment and dedication, as examples of the countless thousands of people 
across the country and indeed the world who do so much, we give sincere and 
heartfelt thanks to these participants. To do this is one of the central tenets of 
RSCM Music Sunday.

Let, then, the Big Music Sunday Service 2021 be a chance for us truly to show 
solidarity in song. Wherever you are, and whoever you are with, please actually 
sing. Add your own voice to the massed choir. For the power of music in worship, 
let us give thanks and offer our praises to God. 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Music before the start of the service:

Es ist das Heil uns kommen her BWV638

Music: Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

Played by Martyn Rawles, Assistant Director of Music, Lichfield Cathedral

Welcome and introduction by Canon Andrew Stead,

Canon Precentor, Lichfield Cathedral

 Please turn for the first hymn
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Hymn:  O Jesus, I have promised 

Music: William Harold Ferguson (1872–1950) 

1 O Jesus, I have promised 
  to serve thee to the end;
 be thou for ever near me,
  my Master and my Friend:
 I shall not fear the battle 
  if thou art by my side,
 nor wander from the pathway 
  if thou wilt be my guide.
 
2 O let me hear thee speaking 
  in accents clear and still
 above the storms of passion, 
  the murmurs of self-will;
 O speak to reassure me, 
  to hasten or control;
 O speak, and make me listen, 
  thou guardian of my soul.

3 O Jesus, thou hast promised 
  to all who follow thee,
 that where thou art in glory 
  there shall thy servant be;
 and, Jesus, I have promised 
  to serve thee to the end:
 O give me grace to follow, 
  my Master and my Friend

4 O let me see thy foot-marks,
  and in them plant mine own;
 my hope to follow duly
  is in thy strength alone:
 O guide me, call me, draw me,
  uphold me to the end;
 and then in heaven receive me,
  my Saviour and my Friend.

John Ernest Bode (1816–1874)
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Opening Responses 

Music: Joanna Forbes L'Estrange (b. 1971)

O Lord, open thou our lips;

All And our mouth shall show forth thy praise  
 

O God, make speed to save us;

All  O Lord, make haste to help up  
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

All  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
 world without end. Amen  

Praise ye the Lord;  

All  The Lord's name be praised. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 
Psalm 51. 2–3: Wash me throughly

Music: David Halls (b. 1963)

Introduced by Canon Jan MacFarlane, Canon Custos, Lichfield Cathedral

Wash me throughly from my wickedness,
 and forgive my sin.

For I acknowledge my faults, 
and my sin is ever before me
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First Lesson: Isaiah 6

A vision of God in the Temple

Read by Canon Andrew Stead, Canon Precentor, Lichfield Cathedral

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 

high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were 

in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered 

their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they 

flew. And one called to another and said:

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory.’

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, 

and the house filled with smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for 

I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; 

yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been 

taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my 

mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your 

guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ Then I heard the voice 

of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I 

said, ‘Here am I; send me!’ And he said, ‘Go and say to this people:

“Keep listening, but do not comprehend;

keep looking, but do not understand.”

Make the mind of this people dull,

    and stop their ears,

    and shut their eyes,

so that they may not look with their eyes,

    and listen with their ears,

and comprehend with their minds,

    and turn and be healed.’
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Then I said, ‘How long, O Lord?’ And he said:

‘Until cities lie waste

    without inhabitant,

and houses without people,

    and the land is utterly desolate;

until the Lord sends everyone far away,

    and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land.

Even if a tenth part remains in it,

    it will be burned again,

like a terebinth or an oak

    whose stump remains standing

    when it is felled.’

The holy seed is its stump.
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Canticle: Magnificat
Music: Basil Harwood (1859–1949)

Singing led by Lichfield Cathedral Choir directed by Ben Lamb

1 My soul doth magnify the Lord :

   and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

2 For he hath regarded :

   the lowliness of his handmaiden.

3 For behold, from henceforth :

   all generations shall call me blessed.

4 For he that is mighty hath magnified me :

   and holy is his Name.

5 And his mercy is on them that fear him :

   throughout all generations.

6  He hath shewed strength with his arm :

   he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

7 He hath put down the mighty from their seat :

   and hath exalted the humble and meek.

8 He hath filled the hungry with good things :

   and the rich he hath sent empty away.

9 He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel :

   as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham  

   and his seed for ever.

Luke 1.46-55

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :

   and to the Holy Ghost;

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :

   world without end. Amen.
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Second lesson: Matthew 18. 16 –20 

The Commissioning of the Disciples

Read by Canon Jan MacFarlane, Canon Custos, Lichfield Cathedral

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 

Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; 

but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age.’
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Song: By faith we see the hand of God 

Words and Music: Kristyn Getty (b.1980), Keith Getty (b.1974)  
and Stuart Townend (b.1963)

Led by Wade Street Church Worship Band, directed by Colin Bridle 

1 By faith we see the hand of God
 in the light of creation's grand design,
 in the lives of those who prove his faithfulness,
 who walk by faith and not by sight.

2 By faith, our fathers roamed the earth
 with the power of his promise in their hearts,
 of a holy city built by God's own hand.
 A place where peace and justice reign.

  We will stand as children of the promise.
  We will fix our eyes on him our soul's reward,
  till the race is finished and the work is done.
  We'll walk by faith and not by sight.

3 By faith, the prophets saw a day
 when the longed-for Messiah would appear.
 With the power to break the chains of sin and death,
 and rise triumphant from the grave.

4 By faith, the church was called to go
 in the power of the Spirit to the lost,
 to deliver captives and to preach good news
 in every corner of the earth.

  We will stand as children of the promise.
  We will fix our eyes on him our soul's reward,
  till the race is finished and the work is done.
  We'll walk by faith and not by sight.
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5 By faith, this mountain shall be moved
 and the power of the gospel shall prevail.
 For we know in Christ all things are possible
 for all who call upon his name.

  We will stand as children of the promise.
  We will fix our eyes on him our soul's reward,
  till the race is finished and the work is done.
  We'll walk by faith and not by sight.)

Words and Music: © 2009 Thankyou Music / admin by CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, admin by
Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family songs@integritymusic.com/Getty Music info@gettymusic.com 

<mailto:info@gettymusic.com> Used by permission
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The Apostles' Creed

 
All I BELIEVE in God 
 the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth:
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 Born of the Virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 Was crucified, dead, and buried: 
 He descended into hell; 
 The third day he rose again from the dead; 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
 The holy Catholick Church; 
 The Communion of Saints; 
 The Forgiveness of sins; 
 The Resurrection of the body, 
 And the Life everlasting. 
 Amen.

Prayers

The Lord be with you.

All And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

All Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
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All Our Father, which art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name;
 thy kingdom come;
 thy will be done,
 in earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive them that trespass against us.
 And lead us not into temptation;
 but deliver us from evil. Amen.

     

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.

All And grant us thy salvation.

     

O Lord, save the Queen.

All And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

     

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.

All And make thy chosen people joyful.

     

O Lord, save thy people.

All And bless thine inheritance.

     

Give peace in our time, O Lord.

All Because there is none other that fighteth for us,

 but only thou, O God.

     

O God, make clean our hearts within us.

All And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
 
 Then follows three collects.
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Introduction to the Self-Isolation Choir 
by Hugh Morris, Director of the Royal School of Church Music

Anthem: God of all creation
Music: Chris Totney (1859–1949)

Singing led by the Self-Isolation Choir, directed by Hugh Morris

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Prayer response
Ukuthula Kulomhlabawezono Alleluia Igazi lika Jesu linyenyez Ukuthula
Peace, in this world of sin Alleluia, The blood of Jesus brings Peace.   

Usindiso Kulomhlabawezono Alleluia Igazi lika Jesu linyenyez Usindiso

Redemption, in this world of sin Alleluia, The blood of Jesus brings redemption.   

Ukubonga Kulomhlabawezono Alleluia Igazi lika Jesu linyenyez Ukubonga
Praise, in this world of sin Alleluia, The blood of Jesus brings praise.  

Ukukholwa Kulomhlabawezono Alleluia Igazi lika Jesu linyenyez Ukukholwa
Faith, in this world of sin Alleluia, The blood of Jesus brings faith.  

Ukunqoba Kulomhlabawezono Alleluia Igazi lika Jesu linyenyez Ukunqoba
Victory, in this world of sin Alleluia, The blood of Jesus brings victory.  

Induduso Kulomhlabawezono Alleluia Igazi lika Jesu linyenyez Induduso
Comfort, in this world of sin Alleluia, The blood of Jesus brings comfort. 

Ukuthula Kulomhlabawezono Alleluia Igazi lika Jesu linyenyez Ukuthula
Peace, in this world of sin Alleluia, The blood of Jesus brings Peace.   
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Blessing

Final Hymn: Be thou my vision

Music: Irish traditional melody
Harmony by Martin Shaw adapted from his treatment  
in Songs of Praise 1931
Last verse arrangement by Simon Lindley (b.1948)

1 Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
  Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art;
 Thou my best thought in the day and the night,
  Waking and sleeping, Thy presence my light.

2 Be Thou my wisdom, be Thou my true word,
  I ever with Thee, and Thou with me, Lord;
 Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son,
  Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

3 Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;
  Be thou my armour, and be Thou my might;
 Thou my soul's shelter, and Thou my high tower:
  Raise Thou me heav’n-ward, O power of my power.

4 Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise:
  Thou mine inheritance, through all my days;
 Thou and Thou only, the first in my heart;
  High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

5 High King of heaven, when battle is done,
  Grant heaven’s joys to me, bright heaven’s Sun!
 Christ of my own heart, whatever be-fall,
  Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Rop tú mo baile, a Choindiu cride
(Irish, 8th century)

translated by Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880–1931) 
versified by Eleanor Henrietta Hull (1860–1935)
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Organ Voluntary: Carillon  
Music: Herbert Murrill (1839–1924) 

Played by Martyn Rawles, Assistant Director of Music, Lichfield Cathedral
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